
Mature Student Manifesto 
 
Hi everybody, 

 
My name is Shane O’Brien. I am running for the position of Mature Student Officer. I am a 

student in my second year of BSc (Hons) in Creative Computing while also have completed 

a previous degree in Game Development. I have been in WIT for 7 years now. Within that 

time I have been a class rep, member of the welfare crew and a founding member of a 

society. Also during my time here as a student I have been taking notes of what the college 

is lacking. 

 
To tell you a little about myself, I am a 26 year old Waterford native. I grew up trying to make 

the best of what I had and always tried to improve on that. You could always find me either 

exploring nature or around animals where ever they may be. If I wasn’t outdoors, I was 

found in a swimming pool training as part of the Irish Paralympic team. 

 
I am a passionate and enthusiastic person, who is always there as a welcoming smile and 

helpful hand. With my personal experiences of trying to get the best out of life, I believe that 

I can be a great asset to the college, if elected as the next mature student officer. I will help 

anybody that wants it. Whether that is for educational purposes or for someone who is 

looking for a friend to help them settle into college life. The overall aspect of my election 

campaign will to make everybody feel at ease, included and valued. 

 
The main areas that I want to improve on include: 

 
1. Inclusive Events 

While there are many social events, such as shite night and freshers week, that are 

targeted towards the younger demographic in nightclubs etc. I have noticed that 

there is not enough age appropriate social events where mature students, especially 

that of the older mature students, are included in the target audience. I want to work 

with the vice president for events and engagement to have such events targeted 

towards a wider demographic. 



2. Social Area 

The current WITSU Social is geared towards the younger demographic with the all 

the gaming consoles. I want to establish a room where older students, who don’t 

use such technology, that is populated with newspapers, magazines etc. This area, 

while primarily focused on an older demographic, would also be open to the 

younger students who just want a quiet and relaxing area to destress from the 

student life. 

 
3. Crèche 

Many mature students are parents with young children. These people have to worry 

about finding a crèche for their children for when they are in college. To bring WIT 

into a more suited 3rd level education facility for mature students, I want to work 

towards having an on-site crèche facility, so that parents don’t have the worry of 

trying to find an appropriate child minding service. 

 
While all this is well and good, In the grand scheme of things, I want to bring together all 

demographics of the college. I also plan to have tea and coffee mornings so that all mature 

students from the various schools will be able to meet and get to know each other. 

 
100 Word Statement 

 
Hey everybody, My name is Shane O’Brien. I am a passionate and enthusiastic person. I am 

always willing to help others. I want to make sure that everyone is warmly welcomed to the 

life of a student here in WIT by running tea and coffee mornings, as well as everybody feels 

included. While also showing that returning to education as a mature student is a doable 

and not as scary or worrisome as some may think. I leave you with a this closing statement. 

I may not have a leg to stand on, but I’ll make sure that you do. 


