
Manifesto 

My name is Rhiannon Louise Kavanagh. I’m am a recent graduate from WIT, and I am currently 
serving as your Vice President for Education for the Academic Year 2019/2020. In quite 
unusual circumstances I was elected to this position slightly later than the other two 
Sabbatical Officers by way of a by-election in September. It is partially because of this reason 
that I am choosing to put myself forward for another year in this role. I believe that I have an 
awful lot more to give to the role of VP for Education and I believe that with a full year 
alongside an amazing Executive Team really great things are possible. Below I outline some 
of my main points that I wish to carry forward to the next academic year should I be lucky 
enough to be elected, following my current term as a Sabbatical Officer. 

Class Representatives 

My very first day in WITSU back in October consisted of electing class representatives and this 
was absolutely one of my favourite things to have done while in this role. There is honestly 
no greater feeling than getting out on the ground, speaking to students directly and getting 
students engaged with WITSU. This year in a short two week period by the time class rep 
training came around I had over 100 class reps elected to WITSU. I hope to go one step further 
next year to make our training bigger and better. Being a class rep is one of the most amazing 
things to do here in the Institute and it’s one of the most heart-warming aspects of this role 
that the Education Officer gets to coordinate this group of fantastic individuals. I also hope 
going forward should I be re-elected that I would get to work even more closely with our five 
school officers, so they are utilised to their full potential in order to increase engagement with 
the students it their discipline. 

Campaigns  

Campaigns are also something I wish to work more on in the next year should I be re-elected. 
While campaigns are more on the minimal side for the role of the Education Officer, they do 
still require an awful lot of work and time. So far this year I have had one prominent campaign 
which was our De Stress Week and am currently amidst the organisation of Education Week. 
This campaign saw an Officer present on every campus every day which is something that’s 
so important to me, as coming from a satellite campus myself I know its can often feel 
disconnected from the main body of the Institute, but I don’t want this to be the case where 
WITSU is involved. I also hope should I be re-elected to run more upskill days through out the 
year with a minimum of one day every 4-6 weeks depending on the academic calendar. With 
regard to upskill days and campaigns, I want to link in directly with the relevant campus 
officers to ensure webring the most beneficial events to each individual campus.  

Postgrads 

Given the abolishment of the Part Time Postgraduate Officer role here in WITSU, and the 
amalgamation of this role into the Vice President for Educations brief, one of my main goals 
for the coming year should I be re-elected is to increase Postgraduate engagement with 
WITSU. Steps have been taken this year by engaging directly with representatives from the 
Research Postgraduate Form, and should I continue in this role I would hope o continue 
engaging and strengthen the relationship with this form. I believe postgrads are a wealth of 
knowledge and are beyond valued by the Sabbatical Officers in WITSU. 

 



Policy 

As the Education Officer has ownership of the WITSU Policy Book, my aim for the coming year 
should I be re-elected is to completely update the policy book to make to policies as mandated 
by class rep council as relevant to the current students as possible so we as a sabbatical team 
can represent our students to the very best of our ability. This is something I really want to 
place great emphasis on in the coming year should I be re-elected as this is an area, I feel that 
I would be quite strong in. 

Supports 

There are so many educational supports available to students here in WIT along with various 
policies and procedures, however sometimes I feel like there may be a lack of awareness of 
the range of supports available to our students. Should I be re-elected I wish to place more 
emphasis on all there is to offer through more regular online campaigns as well as more one 
on one work in conjunction with the various departments for the benefit of our students. 
Engagement is something that I wish to work alongside the VP for Events and Engagement 
with to increase over the coming academic year. 

Retention 

The topic of retention is an issue that faces many students throughout the academic year. 
This is something I wish to continue working on throughout the year as sometimes students 
may feel their only option is to drop out, however I hope to help facilitate students in making 
the best decision that is right for them. 

Grants 

SUSI can be one of the most contentious processes many of our students have to go through 
each year and this can cause many issues. I hope to again continue to support students in 
their application processes by being a direct link between the student and the team at SUSI 
through our internal contacts. This will hopefully levitate some of the stresses caused by the 
process and provide assistance to our Students. 

Representation 

As VP for Education should I be re-elected I will continue to represent the students of WIT on 
all academic bodies within the Institute. I will also continue to work with the Sabbatical Team 
and the Sabbatical Team at IT Carlow Student’s Union regarding the TU Merger process as we 
have been working directly on this year to date. It is so important to have student 
representation throughout this process as students are the main body the merger affects. Up 
to 80% of our work is one on one engagement with students through casework which is 
something I also wish to place great emphasis on should I be re-elected. 

The above are just a selection of the many things I hope to bring to the role, and should you 
have any questions please don’t hesitate to reach out. I would really appreciate your vote on 
March 11th.  

Le Grá  


