
John Fortune for WITSU President 2020/2021 

Intro: 

Hi! I hope for most of you that I am a familiar name, but for those of you who don’t know me, my 

name is John Fortune and I am the current President of WIT Students’ Union. I have been 

involved in WITSU for the last four years. I began my journey in WITSU as a student, then a 

Class Representative, then Business Convenor, followed by Vice President for Education and 

this year as the President. The past year has been one of the most challenging, yet amazing 

years of my life. Some people will think I am crazy for re-running for President; however, I know 

that I am not finished yet and that I have much more to give.  

 

For someone to re-run for a position, they know exactly what they are in for. That said, I have a 

list of attainable promises and goals that I can accomplish if you vote me in as your President 

again. 

 

Goals: 

1. Constitution 

I will ensure the successful implementation of the new WITSU Constitution. With 4 new 

positions, we need someone to help support those Officers and help them fulfill these roles. The 

biggest stride for WITSU is the fourth Sabbatical. This will be great but also will pose a few 

possible issues for WITSU. I will ensure to have regular team meetings for everyone to catch 

up. Moving to an open plan office has helped the communication link between the sabbaticals 

already and has promoted collaboration between officers. I believe that if this layout continues, 

WITSU will only get stronger from here.  

 

2. Mental Health 

For as long as I am in WITSU, there a few things that will always be on my agenda, mental 

health is one of the main ones. I have always been keen on promoting that everyone has mental 

health. It is not necessarily bad for everyone but can be bad for everyone at some stage. I like 

to focus on the positive mental health side, while providing information on poor mental health. 

Mental health can be complex to start with and needs to be approached with a level head, while 

also realising that it is not always as complex as made out. To encourage conversation in WIT 

and WITSU, I plan to have random, pop up, Mental Health days. I will work with the WITSU 

Executive to roll out these days on all campuses, where possible. 

 

3. Merger 

I have been very vocal on the TU Merger in the past, and do not plan on changing that. I have 

requested on numerous times, more engagement with students regarding the merger process. 

With me as your President next year, I will have your voice heard on the TU Merger. I will have 

the Class Representatives kept up to date on the process. Most importantly, I will lobby the 



institute to get a cross section representation of students involved in the process that covers all 

schools and campuses. 

 

4. Sustainability 

One of the main things I have focused on this year has been the climate emergency that we 

face. I think WITSU will need more clear concise mandates on climate chaos. We need to take 

action and hold people in power accountable for the changes that need to happen. On a local 

scale, I will hold WIT senior management accountable. WIT has made a strong start on this by 

setting up an Environmental Leadership Committee. This committee needs to be the driving 

force of all systematic and cultural changes in WIT in relation to the environment, sustainability 

and climate change. One of the ways I will drive this through is by continuing to build relations 

with Waterford County Council and seeking more sustainable materials. The water flasks went 

down amazing this year. If elected again, I will try my best to get more of these so that a wider 

spread of students can get some of these. I will lead WITSU policy on sustainability but will also 

make sure that policy is practiced. On a national level, I will continue to engage with USI (Union 

of Students in Ireland) in relation to climate change. I will continue attending protests and 

workshops and make sure that I am confident in talking to students about what we need to do to 

help save our world. 

 

5. Accountability 

I am very keen on students holding WITSU and its Officers accountable. As President this year, 

it has been one of my key focuses. Not only accountability, but transparency and allowing any 

student, not only Class Representatives to see our Officer Reports has been a huge step 

towards this. I believe that this is a starting point for us. You need to kick things off but be 

prepared for it to be a slow process. If elected again, I will ensure that Officers, especially 

Sabbaticals are questioned on their work. How I plan on doing this is by using our 5 School 

Officers and 3 Campus Officers and divide them into pairs. I will give each pair a Sabbatical 

Officers Officer Report to read through and question. Every WITSU Council, I will alternate pairs 

and the reports they read. I hope that this will kickstart the environment in which Sabbaticals are 

questioned more on their roles. 

 

Last year when I ran, I had a manifesto of many great ideas. Unfortunately, with the setbacks 

this year, they have not all been possible. You can find my manifesto from last year on the 

WITSU website, and rest assured that if elected again, I will have both manifestos as my 

benchmark and goals for my term. 

 

WITSU is entering a period of change. We need a leader who is ready, reliable and realistic. I 

promise to be that leader and guide WITSU. I promise that I will fairly represent each student, 

department, school and campus. I promise to be the President that you deserve, that you need! 

 

So please, don’t be hesitant vote Fortune for President (again!). 

 

Le bród, 

 


