
Education Officer Report 
Council date: N/A 

Key Points: 
● Exams 

Exams have been a key feature in my work carried out over the past number of weeks and                  
months. I alongside the WITSU President worked closely with the Institute as members of              
the Academic Council on the transition to online and alternative assessment for the             
Semester Two Assessment period which had t o be swiftly altered as a result of Covid-19. We                 
worked on bringing any potential or arising issues to the attention of the Institute on behalf                
of WIT Students. In its entirety, the Semester Two assessment period went quite well overall               
with the support of academic staff and the Institute. In recent weeks the Repeat              
Examinations from the Semester One Assessment Period have proven challenging in some            
instances. When these examinations were originally scheduled they were set in a way that              
mirrored the original sitting in order to ensure no student was at any academic              
disadvantage. It was then brought to our attention here in the Student’s Union that for a                
number of reasons physical exams were proving to be quite difficult for those who were not                
in a position to travel to campus or were not comfortable in doing so. We raised these                 
concerns brought to our attention and lobbied the Institute using feedback and data             
collected on our social media platforms however given the form in which the examinations              
were set and the absence of academic staff at this time, it was not feasible for these exams                  
to be moved online and as a result, mitigation was extended for further consideration at the                
first Academic Council meeting in September. In addition to this, I kept in regular contact               
with the examinations office to ensure exams on campus were being held in a safe and                
sanitary setting that adheadered to att HSE Guidelines and public health advice. So far the               
feedback from students who have attended on campus exams has been quite positive. 

● Trainings  

Along with the Other Sabbatical Officers we have attended a number of training programs              
via zoom since the beginning of our term to prepare us for the year ahead. Back in July we                   
attended Student’s Union Training (SUT) over a two week period. This training for myself              
consisted of workshops related to different areas within Education to help me in preparing              
for many of the different areas of work I will encounter over the year. There was also a core                   
tutor group that allowed for more in depth conversation above matters that may arise and               
guidance in how these may be overcome. A follow up training, SUT+ was held which again                
gave really great knowledge and insight through external facilitators into many different            
areas of work I may encounter over the year as well as simulation focus groups that allowed                 
for learning, problem solving and decision making. Our WITSU Executive training afternoon            
was also held at the beginning of August via zoomand was great to help get to know each                  
other as a team but also to come up with some collective agreements and begin preparation                
for the year ahead. 

● Planning for Year Ahead 

This year is inevitably going to be a very unique year in terms of organising and campaigns                 
and therefore much planning is needed. To date I have begun looking at options for different                
campaigns and upskill days throughout the year. I have also started looking at different              



options for class rep recruitment and training as this may need to be adapted in order to                 
align with current guidelines. I have also had a number of meetings that have allowed me to                 
start work on some goals and objectives for the coming year. Last week I met with the                 
Institute Retention Officer to look at some collaborative work we could do throughout the              
year to target students who may be finding it a little difficult and show exactly what supports                 
are available to make your time here in WIT just that little bit easier. I have also met one to                    
one with the USI VP for Academic Affairs to discuss plans for the year and look at what                  
national campaigns and initiatives are in the pipeline also that could be of benefit to WIT                
students. 

 

 

Meetings/appointments held: 
Date: Meeting/Appointment: Details: 

10-18th May 2020 De Stress Week Online Campaign run to help 
students relax and unwind 
during the Semester Two 
Examination Period 

13th May 2020 Registrar Meeting Check in and catch up with 
registrar regarding all student 
related matters 

13th May 2020 Teaching and Learning 
Committee 

Sub Committee of Academic 
Council 

15th May 2020 TUSEISU Meeting Meeting between WITSU and 
ITCSU to discuss the upcoming 
merger process and the 
amalgamation of both Unions 

19th May 2020 Online Elections Online Elections for Part Time 
School Officers and satellite 
Campus Officers 

19th May 2020 Teaching and Learning 
Committee 

Sub Committee of Academic 
Council 

19th May 2020 Academic Council  Confidential  

21st May 2020 NStEP Online Student Engagement 
Network with NStEP 



22nd May 2020 Annual Leave N/A 

25th-27th May 2020 Congress  National decision making 
conference of USI held online 
via zoom due to current 
circumstances 

27th May 2020 Student Achievement Awards 
2020 

SAAI’s held online via zoom. 
WITSU were nominated for a 
number of awards and were 
delighted to be recognised as 
USI’s Medium SU of the Year 

28th May 2020 Student Survey Practitioners Forum for all 
participating Institutions  

28th May 2020 Class Rep Council  Final Class Rep Council of 19/20 
Academic Year held via zoom 

28th May 2020 WITSU Awards Recognition for the work done 
by class reps throughout the 
year and individual student 
contributions to student life  

2nd June 2020 Academic Council  Confidential 

4th June 2020 
 

Teaching and Learning 
Committee 

Sub Committee of Academic 
Council 

5th June 2020 
 

Annual Leave  N/A 

8th-12th June 2020 
 

National Council Crossover  Crossing over of USI National 
Council with outgoing and 
incoming SU Teams held via 
zoom 

8th June 2020 
 

Academic Council  Confidential 

10th June 2020 
 

Student Survey Meeting of the Student Survey 
Impact an Analysis Group held 
online with representatives 
from HEI’s across the country 



10th June 2020 
 

Raise and Give Charity 
Presentation 

Presentation of an amount of 
€10,000 to be divided equally 
between our four nominated 
charities via zoom 

11th June 2020 
 

Academic Quality Sub Committee of Academic 
Council  

15th June 2020 
 

National Council Final National COuncil of 19/20 
year held online via zoom 

16th June 2020 
 

Academic Quality Sub Committee of Academic 
Council  

16th June 2020 Academic Council  
 

Confidential 

17th June 2020 
 

Student Disciplinary Committee Confidential 

17th June 2020 GASTA Student Experience 
Presentation 

Invited by CTEL to present to 
Academics based on the 
Importance of the Student 
Experience  

17th June 2020 Registrar Meeting  Check in and catch up with 
registrar regarding all student 
related matters 

18-29th June 2020 Sick Leave Confidential  

30th June 2020 Last Day of Term Finalising the 19/20 Term and 
saying goodbye to team 
members in preparation for the 
new team to being on July 1st 

01st July 2020 Start of New Term First day as a new team. 
Organising office and outlining 
preliminary measures for the 
year ahead 

02nd  July 2020 Campaign Strategy Meeting Met as a Sabbatical Team to 
outline campaigns and key 
dates for the year ahead. 



03rd July 2020 Academic Council Standing 
Committee 

Confidential  

06th July 2020 Sick Leave N/A 

08th July 2020 Career Centre Catch Up Met with Angela the head of 
the Career Centre to introduce 
her to the new Events and 
Engagement Officer and discuss 
some collaborative plans for 
the year ahead. 

08th  July 2020 Orientation Meeting Initial meeting between WITSU 
Sabbaticals, SLL and WIT Novas 
to discuss what Orientation 
may look like for the coming 
year. 

09th July 2020 Career Week Planning  Meeting with WITSU Events 
and Engagement Officer to 
discuss theme for WITSU 
Career Week 2021 

 10th July 2020 Library Meeting Meeting with Terry head of 
library services in WIT to 
discuss the plans for the library 
and how it may be likely to 
operate as a result of Covid-19 

13th July 2020 Library Tour Meeting between myself, 
WITSU President and Library 
Staff to get more information 
on some plans being 
considered by the Library in line 
with government guidelines 
and public health. 

15-24th July 2020 
 

Students Union Training  Training that consists of 
individual tutor groups and 
many other relevant workshops 
to help student union officers 
prepare for the year ahead in 
their new roles. 

17th July 2020 WIT President Introduction  Met with the President of WIT 
to introduce the new team and 
discuss each officer's priority 
plans for the coming year. 

17th  July 2020 USI Southern Regional Officer Met with USI Southern Regional 
Officer to introduce the new 
team and discuss some plans 
for the year ahead 



22th  July 2020 USI Government Funding 
Briefing  

Briefing from the USI President 
and Executive Team to discuss 
details of funding allocated to 
HEI’s in a Covid-19 recovery 
plan 

24th July 2020 Registrar Meeting Check in and catch up with 
registrar regarding all student 
related matters 

27th July 2020 Community Guards Met with members of the 
community guards team to 
familiarise themselves with the 
new team and discuss possible 
collaborative measures for the 
year ahead 

28th July 2020 National Council  National Council of USI held via 
zoom 

29th July 2020 USI Covid Members Meeting  Update Briefing on Covid 
related matters by USI and 
contingency plans being 
worked on to support its 
members 

29th July 2020 Academic Affairs Working 
Group 

Working group of National 
Council made up of fellow 
Education Officers and related 
persons from MO’s around the 
country 

31st July 2020 Registrar Meeting Check in and catch up with 
registrar regarding all student 
related matters 

04th August 2020 Postgrad Working Group Working group of National 
Council made up of fellow 
postgraduate reps from MO’s 
around the country 

05th August 2020 Vice President for Strategy 
Meeting 

Confidential  

06th August 2020 
 

Campaigns Meeting  Meeting to discuss plans to 
date for campaigns for 
upcoming semester  

06th August 2020 
 

Academic Council Standing 
Committee 

Confidential  



07th August 2020 Sick Leave N/A 

10th August 2020 Registrar Meeting  Check in and catch up with 
registrar regarding all student 
related matters 

10th August 2020 
 

Exec Training Day  Training Day Externally 
facilitated with the new WITSU 
team for the upcoming year 
held via zoom 

11th-14th August 2020 
 

SUT+ Follow on training from the 
Student’s Union Training held in 
July 

11th August 2020 
 

Registrar Meeting  Check in and catch up with 
registrar regarding all student 
related matters 

11th August 2020 
 

Academic Council Confidential  

11th August 2020 Retention Meeting Met with Retention Officer in 
SLL to discuss how we can look 
at tackling the issue of 
retention head on this year 
given the added challenges as a 
result of covid 19 

12th August 2020 
 

Registrar Meeting  Check in and catch up with 
registrar regarding all student 
related matters 

13th August 2020 WLR Interview Interview alongside fellow 
student relating to repeat 
exams  

14th August 2020 BEAT Interview Interview with BEAT Radio in 
relation to WIT Repeat Exams 

17th August 2020 
 

USI Academic Affairs Meeting  One to One meeting with USI 
VP for Academic Affairs to 
discuss plans, goals and 
objectives for the year ahead  

17th August 2020 
 

NStEP Webinar  Webinar facilitated by NStEP 
related to building communities  



18th August 2020 
 

TUSEISU Meeting  Meeting between WITSU and 
ITCSU Sabbaticals to discuss the 
merger process 

 


