
Bryan O’Mahony’s Manifesto for International Officer 

Who am I? 

Hi, my name is Bryan O’Mahony and I’m in second year of Exercise science 

here in WIT. I am 23 years old and I’m from Dungarvan. I’m running for the 

part time position of International Officer with the student union for the 

upcoming year which I’m really looking forward to.  

I have always loved helping people! I have spent the last year as Captain of the 

WIT kayaking club and absolutely loved every last minute of it. For the college 

this year I was a student ambassador, a peer to peer mentor and worked with the 

college’s international buddy system, which was set up for helping to integrate 

international students into the Waterford college life. At the start of this year I 

brought a group of Erasmus students up to the Coumshingaun lake for a hike 

and loved spending the day talking to all the students from different 

backgrounds. 

Outside of class life, I’m either in the library, in the gym or kayaking! I’m in my 

most comfortable element when I’m in the outdoors, especially in the water. I 

love listening to people and trying to help in any way I can. My motto that I try 

to live by is that it’s nice to be nice. My whole drive in life is to try to help 

people where possible and to try to make people happy. Following from that 

reason is where I hope my career path will take in kind after college.  

I have always loved differences in cultures between countries. For example, just 

this summer I was working in England at an activity centre where they had a 

programme called English as a Foreign Language. They had groups of kids 

from all over the world such as Germany, France, China and Russia. It was 

always amazing working with the kids from the different cultures and 

backgrounds. Also, as captain of the WIT Kayaking Club I was able to teach 

some Erasmus students how to kayak and some kayak-based skills despite the 

language barrier that popped up during the sessions.  

Why am I standing for election? 

Anytime I’ve ever had a problem I have always found the Student Union to be 

so helpful. The thought of coming to a new country can be a scary experience 

for anyone, especially if it’s on your own for college. It can be your first time 

leaving your family for an extended length of time or there could be a complete 

culture shock with a total change in the day to day lifestyle. All of this can make 

adjustment for the international students extremely difficult.  



By working with the buddy system at events and activities for the international 

officer this year I have seen how much the buddy system does for the 

international students and how much they look forward to them. I have seen 

groups of friends form that wouldn’t have been possible if it wasn’t the work of 

the international officer planning events throughout the year, giving them 

chances to meet up with each other and form bonds with each other.  

For some international students all they need is a friendly face and smile in the 

crowd, that can make the world of a difference. Just to know they aren’t alone 

and aren’t isolated in a strange country where they don’t know anyone around 

them. 

 

What do I plan to do if elected? 

If I get elected as the international officer for the coming year, I promise that I 

will continue to do the amazing work as done by the previous international 

officer this year. I will continue to work with the International Office in regards 

to the buddy system as I found that this year it was an essential part of the role 

as international officer. I also hope to increase the students involvement with 

the programme to stretch the background of the students involved to run 

numerous different types of activities for the international students to try during 

their stay here.  

I also plan to be there to help support international students with any issues that 

they might have during their stay here and refer them down the right channels to 

receive the proper support within the college.  

I’m hardworking, dedicated, energetic and enthusiastic. I am really invested in 

doing my absolute best possible in this role as this position means a lot to me. I 

genuinely care about the happiness, well-being and the quality of experience 

that the international students will have in Ireland during their stay. It would be 

an amazing opportunity and absolute honour to be chosen as your next 

International Officer for the coming year, so I hope that you will vote for me in 

the upcoming election. I appreciate any and all support given! If you have any 

questions don’t be afraid to get in touch.  

All the best,  

Bryan O’Mahony 


