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Introduction 

Hey everyone! My name is Ben Gunnip and I am your First Year Representative at WITSU this year. I am in my 

first year of Bachelor of Business. In the upcoming elections, I will be running to be your next Education 

Officer. Ever since I have been involved in the Students Union, I have gained such a passion for the running of 

the union and the amazing impact it has on student life. From day one, the role of the Education Officer just 

stuck out to me. I want to be the Education Officer that all students will feel comfortable to talk to. Below is 

my manifesto. Please have a read of it and see why I would love to be your next Education Officer.   

 

1. Class Rep Elections 

If there is one thing that I would like to change about the Class Rep System, it’s that I would like to introduce 

the possibility of electing years 2, 3 ,4 and 5 Class Reps before the end of the Academic Year. The reason for 

this is because I feel that at the start of a new semester, there is always so much happening (e.g Freshers 

Week and 1st Year Orientation). By doing this, it would allow the new Class Rep to get comfortable with the 

role before the start of the new Academic Year. It would also mean that in September, the only students that 

will need to be elected is the incoming First Years. 

 

2. Class Rep Training 

With regards to Class Rep Training, I would like to encourage more of an interactional workshop at the training 

day. This would give the new Class Reps a taste as to what the role would entail and the various situations that 

could potentially arise. I also want to allow for the first Class Rep Council (CRC) to be held after the Class Rep 

Training has finished. I feel that this would be a great way to introduce the new Class Reps to the running of 

the council. This would be a great opportunity for the new First Year Class Reps to decide if they’d be 

interested in running for the position of First Year Rep on the Students Union. 

 

3. Campaigns 

Knowing the role of Education Officer can be very limited with regards to carrying out campaigns throughout 

the year, I do believe the there is potential to carry them out all the same. I aim to bring in a weeklong 

campaign that will focus on developing new skills for students. I would be looking to initiate the campaign in 

the second semester. As done in previous years, De-Stress Week happens during exam time for obvious 

reasons. I want to bring in De-Stress Days during the year because I feel people are always going to be stressed 

due to various assignments due etc.  



 

4. Student Retention 

Following on from my campaign ideas, I would like to introduce a campaign where we can promote the 

resources WITSU has for us students and trying to encourage students to drop into the Students Union if they 

feel stressed due to exams or course difficulty for example. The title of this campaign I would like to call is… 

“Think again and Drop In!”. I feel this would be of great benefit for students and that we could reach out to 

students who may not be too familiar with the Students Union. 

 

5. Representation 

I want to be an Education Officer that will represent all students of WIT with great passion. I adore helping 

people and I feel having seats on Academic Boards (i.e Academic Council) will give me the greatest opportunity 

to resolve issues students may be having across the college on all campuses. I want to start encouraging class 

reps to attend Course Board Meeting’s, as I feel there is a need for more student representation at these 

meetings.  

 

6. Policy 

Policy pops up a lot within the role of Education Officer. There are many policies in WIT (some that may not 

relate to students), however for those policies that do relate to students (i.e Student Complaint Policy) I want 

to make these policies more aware to students as at present, students are not familiar enough with them and I 

believe it’s important for everyone to know the correct procedures to follow. I will be looking to have various 

meetups with Class Reps throughout the year to discuss various student related policies. I feel by having these 

meetups in smaller groups would make it easier for Class Reps to comprehend everything rather than 

discussing it at Class Rep Training 

 

So please… if you believe that I can be the Education Officer that will be there for you all, on March 13th Vote 

Ben Gunnip for Education!  

Remember, it’s time to “Bring the Imagination into Education” 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


